
A Song of Praise to Our King  

Psalm 100  

Psalm 100 is part of a group of Psalms that focus on the supreme, awesome, and universal 

reign of God. The superscription at the beginning that says “for giving thanks” or “for giving 

grateful praise.” Psalm 100 was used in the temple for sacrifices of praise, or perhaps was sung 

during some of the festivals. The psalm includes seven commands to the whole earth, along with 

two reasons why we should worship Yahweh. Psalm 100 reminded the people of Israel, as well as 

us today, that God is the King and that He alone reigns. The psalm is one of praise, but also 

respectful language as to a monarch. This is truly a song of praise to the One True King. This 

psalm also reminded the people, and still us, that we have a missional duty to share the love of 

Yahweh with all of the nations. Our God is worthy of our praise. Our God is worthy of our respect. 

Our God is a great King.  

Delight in Our Great King Yahweh (100:1-3): Verses 1-3 include the call or joyful service and 

praise to God. It includes the first four commands: shout, worship, come, and know.  

Shout: We are to shout for joy because we know the God of the covenant! However, this opening 

command is for all the earth. The psalm is displaying all of the earth coming before the Lord in 

worship. They are coming together with the confession, as is the theme throughout this psalm, that 

the Lord is God. The nations are to recognize that the Lord is Yahweh. Because of His grace, 

mercy, and love, we exist! Joyful worship is the natural response when we recognize who God is 

and what He has done for us. The word “shout” meant to hold nothing back! It means literally to 

shout! It means letting go of anything holding you back from praising God for who He really is. 

1. This Psalm tells us that we are to, quite literally, shout for joy to the Lord. Why do you 

think “shouting” is not done more often? Has our modern culture turned it into an issue of 

our personal dignity over joyful worship? Does this mean that worship cannot be joyful if 

it is more silent? 

Worship: The next command is to worship the Lord. The word “worship” demonstrates a mix of 

service and praise combined. One commentator said, “Every act of worship is an act of service, 

and every act of service done for the Lord is an act of worship.” Essentially, this verse means that 

praise and worship is a lifestyle. It is not something that we do for 24.78 minutes a week on a 

Sunday morning. It is to be something that we are constantly pouring out to the Father through our 

thoughts, actions, and relationships. Not only are we to do this, but we are to do it with gladness! 

Being in harmony with God will naturally result in a joy, contentment, and a peace within our 

hearts. 

2. What comes to your mind when you think of the word “worship”? is it merely singing on 

Sunday? Is it acts of service? Is it loving others in Jesus’ name? 

Come: We are to approach God in worship. This part of the command focuses on our relationship 

with Yahweh. When we come before Yahweh in worship, we come to know who He is. When we 

know who He is, we can be taken from terrified to absolutely in love. We can be comforted 

knowing Who we are going before.  



3. When was the first time you clearly remember going before the presence of God? What 

was it like for you?  

Know: This command is central in this psalm – it is the structural and theological heart. We are to 

acknowledge and confess God as our Lord, and pledge our accountability to Him alone. We have 

been invited to know Him intimately, and to know that He is the true King. “To know” means to 

know intimately. To truly know God involves our whole life demonstrating complete devotion to 

Him.  

4. Why do you think that out of all the commands (shouting, worshipping, coming, 

praising…) this command “to know” God is the central focus?   

Enter with Praise (100:4-5): Now that we know God is King, we can continue to know more 

about Him and what He has done.  

Enter His Gates and His Courts: The language that is used in verse 4 is that of providing access to 

the temple worship. Normally, those who were not part of Israel could not be part of the worship 

assembly. However, thankfully for us, God has always desired people of all nations to come to 

know and worship Him. When we enter His gates, it is a privileged level or participation in 

worship. Not only that, but because we are in His courts, we are worshipping with other believers. 

God has blessed us with the option and ability to gather together for communal worship!  

5. What are some of your favorite parts about communal worship? 

For the Lord is Good and His Love Endures Forever: This would have been a huge shock to the 

nations of the ancient world. The gods were known for being greedy, wicked, and selfish. To hear 

that Yahweh was good would have been a breath of fresh air, and enough to attract people to Him. 

More than that, Yahweh’s love is covenantal. His love is not based on moods, but on His true 

character.  

6. God’s love for His people never changes. He does not love us less when we fail. He does 

not love us less when we don’t love Him back. His goodness far outweighs our sinfulness. 

His love is never-ending and steadfast. How does that encourage you in a year full of stress, 

pain, and grief?  

His Faithfulness Continues to All Generations: God is always faithful. Period. To know God is to 

know steady, unrelenting, unfailing, unshakable faithfulness. God is committed to His people. Isn’t 

that amazing? The One who created the heavens and the earth is committed to you and your heart. 

He is faithful. He is good.  

7. What do you think/feel when you hear that “God is committed to you and your heart?”  


