
Awesome Kingdom  

Hebrews 12:18-29  

When you think of a place that makes you fearful, uncomfortable, or uneasy, what location 

comes to mind? Maybe you think of a terrifying movie scene, or maybe you think of a real place 

like the principal’s office, dentist’s office, or an unkind family member’s house. Now what comes 

to mind when you think of an inviting, relaxing, and fun place? Maybe you think of the beach, or 

of your parent’s or grandparent’s home. We all have locations where we hate to be, and others 

where we love to be. In Hebrews chapter 12, the author is reminding the readers of how terrifying 

it was to receive the old covenant in comparison to the receiving of the new covenant. He was also 

using this to remind the people of where they have come from, and where they are going.  

1. What is a place of comfort for you? What is a place of fear?  

Hebrews 12:18-24 depicts two mountains – Mt. Sinai and Mt. Zion. Mt. Sinai was terrifying. 

The author makes sure to remind the readers of this by using the senses to recall the frightfulness 

of the place (touch, vision, hearing). Mt. Sinai represented the unapproachableness of God because 

of His holiness. The mountain was physical and tangible, and terrifyingly so. Such a location as a 

destination does not sound overly enticing, but rather petrifying. However, the purpose of the 

author is not to remind the readers of how they should live in fear, but that they no longer need be 

afraid to approach God. This also serves as a good reminder for the readers who were desiring to 

turn back to the ways of the Old Testament; you don’t want to go backwards in this progression. 

We are blessed in the new covenant because the other mountain, Zion, is incredibly approachable, 

welcoming, and pleasant.  

2. We live in a culture that does not have a good understanding of what it looks like to 

fear/respect a holy God. How does this text remind you that our God, though He is loving 

and good, is also fearsome, powerful, and holy?  

Spiritual: Mt. Zion is not only approachable, welcoming, and pleasant, but it’s spiritual. As 

humans, we tend to trust things more when we can see, touch, or hear it. However, unlike Mt. 

Sinai, Zion is something that cannot be physically interreacted with (at least not yet). To us, this 

lack of physicality can seem to be a hindrance or weakness. However, as Jared pointed out, the 

physical realm has its limitations. When Israel could only experience God through Sinai, they had 

a limited perspective on Him. However, it is not like this with Zion. Hebrews 12:22 reminded the 

readers of their new destination – Zion. Zion was Jerusalem, the City of David. To a Jewish 

audience, this destination would have been incredibly appealing. However, more than just the 

physical Jerusalem, we can go to the heavenly Jerusalem – the city of the Living God. This city of 

God is beyond our wildest imaginings. It is full of countless angels. It is full of the presence of 

God. There is no physical limitation separating us from Him, we are beloved and welcomed 

citizens in His kingdom. This is an awesome blessing.  

3. Why do we trust things that we can prove to be real with our senses? What do you think 

are the benefits/strengths of the spirituality of Mt. Zion over the physical Mt. Sinai? Are 

there any hindrances? 



4.  What most excites you about this heavenly Zion? 

Festive: Sinai was a place of reverent respect, and Zion is a party. The angels are gathering in 

celebratory joy over all those who are in God’s kingdom. It will be such a great day of celebration. 

As we approach the holidays, we look forward to Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s. 

However, if we could lump all of the best holidays of all time into one day, it would still pale in 

comparison to celebration that awaits us. We will be free from the pain, suffering, hardship, and 

difficulties of this sinful world. We will be free to live with Christ for eternity. We will be free to 

be His people in His presence. The word “firstborn” in verse 23 refers to the blessed truth that 

believers have inheritance rights as God’s children. We are able to take part in His kingdom as His 

sons, daughters, and heirs. We can celebrate because we have been welcomed in by the blood of 

Jesus. We have been welcomed and invited into His kingdom, and to celebrate at His festive 

banquet. We are not intruders, but welcomed guests at the feast of the King. 

5. We are listed as heirs and citizens of this coming kingdom. Share a praise to God for this 

unbelievable and wonderful promise that is to come. 

6. Music artist Sandra McCracken gives a beautiful reminder of this promise in her song “We 

Will Feast in the House of Zion.” Take a moment to listen to this beautiful song and reflect 

on the promise to come, and the ultimate celebration that we have waiting for us.  

Judgment: After discussing the peace and welcoming kingdom that will include great 

celebration, how does judgement fit into this? Well, because God’s righteous judgement is 

something to be celebrated. God is our judge, but that should not bring us fear. If we are part of 

the heavenly kingdom, then the blood of Jesus has made us righteous before God and we have 

been judged as innocent. No evil or difficult hardship kept us from spending eternity with our 

King. With Jesus as our King, His ultimate protection is offered to us. Nothing can ever harm us 

or tempt us again. We have been sanctified, redeemed, and made new as children of the covenantal 

promise fulfilled through Jesus Christ. Though the beginning of the section discussed the fear that 

came from Sinai, that fear is overcome by the power and love of what Christ has done for us 

through His death, resurrection, and ascension to the throne. 

7. Jared mentioned that we appreciate judges especially when we are innocent. Yet, in truth, 

we are incredibly guilty because of our sin. Yet, Jesus’ great sacrifice has made us clean 

and innocent. God has invited the very ones who put His son on the cross to spend eternity 

with Him. How utterly amazing is our God. How can you use this concept to share the love 

of Christ with unbelievers?  

8. How does God as Judge bring you comfort? How does it feel to know that God will 

eternally condemn evil? Why do you think our hearts love this idea of justice? 

 

Additional Texts  

Exodus 19-21 * Deuteronomy 4-5 * Psalm 94:2 * Isaiah 60:14 * Galatians 4:21-31 


