
Awesome Compassion  

Hebrews 13:1-7 

Jesus will one day return. He will come back and restore all things to the way the Father 

had intended life to be. As Christians, we look forward to that day. We are waiting for the time 

when there will be no more sorrow, no more sin, and no more shame. We look forward to eternal 

peace, joy, and love. However, that ultimate perfection has not fully arrived yet, and so we wait. 

However, we are not to wait in an idle fashion. Instead, the author of Hebrews reminds his readers 

that they are to wait in a fashion that honors Christ. They are to wait in an active fashion. They are 

to wait in a way that honors Christ and displays an Awesome Compassion towards others.  

Brotherly Love: The author reminds the people that they are to let brotherly love continue 

amongst them (Hebrews 13:1). The Epistle to the Hebrews is about staying strong in Jesus – no 

matter what. A core aspect of that foundation is love, and brotherly love is a major part! When you 

are strong in Christ, brotherly love abounds! This brotherly love for others demonstrates itself in 

several ways. The author exhorts his readers to share their brotherly love by showing hospitality 

to strangers, visiting those who are in prison, marital faithfulness, and contentment.  

1. When you think of Christians in your life, do you see an obvious demonstration of 

brotherly love towards other believers? How do you see that demonstrated? Do 

Christians in your life demonstrate brotherly love to non-believers, or is there a sense 

of hostility?   

Hospitality- Hospitality was a virtue of incredible rank in Biblical times. In fact, it was treated as 

a religious obligation. Strangers, especially those that believe in Jesus, are to be shown 

unbelievable hospitality. When traveling in ancient days, strangers were to be given a safe place, 

a warm bed, and a comfortable place to sleep. They were to be given encouragement in Christ, and 

a place of love. In America, hospitality to random strangers- even if they are believers - can seem 

threatening or even dangerous. However, if we are truly living as those who demonstrate love 

towards Christ, there should be no fear of our fellow believers. In the same way, we should be 

hospitable to all people (even if it simply means providing a warm meal). We should be willing to 

share the blessings that God has given to us with the less fortunate.  

2. Does it sound scary to open your house to Christians that you have never met before? 

What about those that are nonbelievers? How does wisdom play a part in making these 

decisions?  

Visiting Those in Prison- When the book of Hebrews was written, a few Christians were beginning 

to be put into prison. When the author wrote this, he was reminding the readers to visit those who 

were being punished for their dedication to Christ. They were to encourage, uplift, and strengthen 

those in prison. They were to have empathy with their fellow believers. They were to treat them 

as they wanted to be treated. In the second century, Christians were known for visiting those who 

were in prison. Their love was abounding to those around them.  

3. Today, Christians in America are not often put into prison for their faith. However, 

Christians in other countries are often imprisoned because of Jesus. How can we follow 



this exhortation even when we are thousands of miles away from Christians in prison? 

Does this apply to sharing the Gospel with nonbelievers in prison?   

Honor Your Marriage- In a culture that is filled with divorce, marital unfaithfulness, premarital 

sex, pornography, and promiscuity, the sacred covenant of marriage should be upheld - especially 

by believers. Even if you are not married, you may someday be and that future covenant should be 

honored and protected. If you are not married and never plan to be, then your sexuality is equally 

as important to God. Sex outside of a marriage is a breech in the dedication to unconditional love. 

When we participate in any type of sexual activity outside of God’s plan, we are showing 

selfishness and greed towards another human being that is made in God’s image. God made that 

person with a gift to give to their spouse, or to dedicate to God through celibacy. When we 

participate in sex outside of marriage, we are contaminating and injuring that precious gift. Staying 

faithful to your marriage, or to God alone, can certainly be a sacrifice. However, it is a beautiful 

demonstration of Christ-like love, humility, and selflessness  

4. How do you see marital faithfulness as a sacrifice to God? How is celibacy a sacrifice 

given to God?  

Don’t Be Greedy- Money can have a powerful effect on people no matter the culture, age, gender, 

or religion. The author warns his readers to stay away from the “love of money.” Christians are to 

be content with what God has blessed them with, knowing that God will strengthen them. The love 

of money, or even of comfort, is something that God desires to help us defeat. A greedy person 

can never be satisfied. A greedy person will struggle with contentment in Christ. However, that is 

not where we are to stay. Money should never be our focus or our goal. Our goal should always 

be Christ. We can certainly seek to be good stewards of our money, but money should never be 

our master. 

5. How does greed hinder brotherly love?  

Remember Your Leaders- As previously mentioned in chapter 11, the author of Hebrews invites 

his readers to look remember and imitate the faith of their leaders. We are strengthened by their 

example, and motivated by their perseverance. In the church, we have many wonderful examples 

of faith. We should look to the men and women in the Body of Christ who have dedicated their 

life to King Jesus. We should seek their fellowship, wisdom, and prayers. We should be actively 

involved as a faith family. We are also to respect and honor our leaders in the church. We are to 

respect them and the efforts that they put towards strengthening and challenging our faith. We are 

to pray for them and encourage them. We are to honor them in the place that Jesus has allowed 

them to be.  

6. Why do you think it is sometimes difficult to demonstrate brotherly love to those who 

lead us in the church? What about in our country? How can we seek the example of 

Christ and leaders of the faith and imitate them?  

Additional Texts  

Deuteronomy 31:6 * Matthew 25:35-36 * 1 Corinthians 16:16 * Philippians 4:11  


